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 The Age of Apostasy 
 

Christian churches regard the question of authority — the divine right to preach, act in the name of God 
and direct the Lord’s church — in different ways. Some, like the Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Coptic 
churches, emphasize a continuous line of authority from the early apostles. Some who broke away from 
these churches say they find authority in the inerrancy of the Bible. Others rely heavily on a sense of 
“calling” to the ministry, others take a distinct view of the priesthood that define their authority. 
The New Testament, however, describes the church established by Jesus Christ as one with structure 
and form. The apostles were at its head, and, as recipients both of ordained authority and revelation, 
were charged with guiding the church and keeping its doctrine pure as it expanded throughout the 
known world. 
The fact that the original church of Jesus Christ would eventually fall into a state of apostasy was 
foretold by ancient prophets and by the Apostles themselves. 
 However, it was Cyprian of Carthage who was a third-century North African bishop known for his 
leadership and devotion to Christ’s church that we come to understand what is going on in today’s 
church. Though he is obscure to many Protestants, he said these famous words: “He can no longer have 
God for his Father, who has not the Church for his mother” (On the Unity of the Church 6). 
In other words though we may be called outside the church our birth as Christians is given within where 
many of us may find this statement jarring or even troublesome, but it says you cannot be a Christian 
without the church. 
 In themselves, Cyprian’s words reflect a key biblical truth: the Apostles had no illusions of ecclesiastical 
infallibility, but they would never have affirmed anyone who did not subject themselves to the circle of 
the church.  
They knew church leaders could err (Matt. 7:1–5; Acts 15:36–41; Gal. 2:11–14; James 3:1) but 
nevertheless, the Apostles taught that the church was the “pillar and buttress of the truth” when it 
acted in accordance with God’s Word (1 Tim. 3:15; 2 Tim. 3:16–17). Where the Holy Apostolic Catholic 
Church is the mother of all churches which has been given sole authority to determine the identity of 
true Christians. It is not a doctrine invented by the Roman Catholic Church, nor the other orthodox 
churches around the world that can trace their lineage to the Apostles, nor is a doctrine invented by 
many to explain their authority or claim total authority, but is the plain truth found in scripture.  It does 
not say that there was only one Apostle from which the church sprung, but twelve, when Judas hung 
himself, he was replaced by St Paul chosen by God on the road to Damascus, the least of the Apostles.   
 Apostasy begins when we claim this authority outside Church circles, branch out 
on our own, and claim authority beyond our station which many modern-day  
churches are doing and even some within the ranks of the church itself.  We  
may be burdened with our calling, sample revelation but as Christians our lives  
begin within the church, for as St Paul says: -  
 

“5. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when  
you were called; 5. One Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6. One God and Father of  
all, who is over all and through all and in all …” You cannot be a Christian  
without the church! (Eph4.5) 
 

Words from our Minister 



 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything to His will, He 

hears us.  And if we know that He hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have 

what we asked of Him.   

1 John 5:14-15 

 

BE OF GOOD CHEER THERE’S NOTHING TO FEAR 
 

Cheerful thoughts like sunbeams lighten up the darkest fears, 

For when the heart is happy there’s just no time for tears, 

And when the face is smiling it’s impossible to frown, 

And when high-spirited you cannot feel low-down. 

For the nature of our attitudes toward circumstantial things   

Determines our acceptance of the problems life brings, 

And since, fear and dread and worry cannot help in any way, 

It’s much healthier and wiser to be cheerful every day. 

And if you’ll only try it, you will find, without a doubt, 

A cheerful attitude’s something no one should be without, 

For when the heart is cheerful it cannot be filled with fear, 

And without fear the way ahead seems more distinct and clear, 

And we realise there’s nothing that we must face alone, 

For our heavenly Father loves us, and our problems are His own. 
 

Helen Steiner Rice 

 

 

With thanks to Grace McCloy for this poem 

 

Stewardship Report June 2018 
 

Our last Food for Thought Lunch will take place on Tuesday, 5th June 

2018.   The Lunches will resume in September 2018.  
   

We will not be having a Strawberry Cream Tea this year as our Church 

will be hosting a Summer Holiday Club for Primary School Children from 

the 13th – 17th August 2018. 
 

On Saturday, 23rd June 2018 we will be holding a Coffee Morning for the 

Nairn Academy Special Needs Department.   We hope you will support 

this very worthwhile event.   More details will be given later. 
 

On Sunday 14th October 2018 we will once again invite our friends at 

Auldearn & Dalmore Parish Church to attend our Harvest Service 

followed by a Soup & Pudding Lunch. Don ’t forget to keep the date 

free! 

 

Some minds are 

like concrete – 

thoroughly mixed 

up and 

permanently set! 

 



         
If there are any changes to be made, or if you 

would like to add your name to the Flower Rota 

please let me know.   Many thanks.   Grace (01667 

452998) 
 

 
 

Flower Rota 
July - December 2018 

 

JULY 

1st Mrs Grace McCloy 

8th Mrs Margaret Scott 

15th  

22nd Mrs P Gordon 

29th Mrs G Grant 
 

AUGUST 

5th Mrs Deirdre & Margaret  

MacDonald 

12th Mrs S Forbes 

19th  

27th Mrs Evelyn Main 
 

SEPTEMBER 

2nd Mr Alan McGowan 

9th Mrs Judy McIntosh 

16th Mrs Jean Bryson 

23rd Mrs Norma McIntyre 

30th  
 

OCTOBER 

7th Mrs Mary Bunker 

14th Mrs Norma McIntyre 

21st Miss Patsy Forbes 

28th Mrs Irene Sharp 
 

NOVEMBER 

4th Mrs Deirdre & Margaret  

MacDonald 

11th  

18th Mrs Mary Heggie 

25th  
 

DECEMBER 

2nd  

9th Mrs Evelyn Main 

16th  

23rd 

30th  
 

AN ATHEIST 
 
A young woman teacher with obvious liberal 
tendencies, explains to her class of children that 
she is an atheist. She asks her class if they are 
atheists too. Not really knowing what atheism is 
but wanting to be like their teacher their hands 
exploded into the air like fireworks! 
There was, however, one exception. A beautiful girl 
named Lucy has not gone along with the crowd. 
The teacher asked her why she has decided to be 
different. 
“Because I’m not an atheist” 
“Then, asks the teacher, “what are you?” 
“I’m a Christian”. 
The teacher is a little perturbed now, her face 
slightly red. She asks Lucy why she is a Christian. 
“Well I was brought up knowing and loving Jesus. 
My mum is a Christian and my dad is a Christian, so 
I am a Christian”. 
The teacher is now angry. “That is no reason” she 
says loudly. 
“What if your mum was a moron and your dad was 
a moron. What would you be then?” 
Lucy paused and smiled. Then she said, “I’d be an 
atheist!” 

 

With thanks to Mary Heggie for this “funny”  

from Australia 



 

 

News from  

the Guild 
 

 

 

 

We had a wonderful afternoon on 21st March 
when the Highland Male Voice Choir returned to 
sing for us.  Along with friends of the choir there 
were guests from all the local churches.   We all 
enjoyed tea and fellowship together. 
 
Our last meeting was the AGM.  Office Bearers 
remain in place and Christabel Simpson and 
Jean Towersby have joined us on the 
committee.  Flowers and thank you cards were 
given to Isabel Bryce, Nan Willox, Libby Arthur 
and Betty Edwards in respect of the long service 
they have provided on the Guild committee 
over many years.  May Brown then led the 
meeting - a meeting of fun and celebration of 
another successful Guild year. 
 
While we are now on our summer holidays we 
have arranged to meet up with our Guild link 
friends from Buckie South and West Church at 
Brodie for afternoon tea on 23rd May. 
 
The Summer Rally this year is being held at Croy 
Church and a minibus of members from Nairn 
Old and St Ninian’s will attend. 
 
We recommence on the first Wednesday in 
October (3rd) so please put it in your 
diary.  Hope to see you then. 
 

Norma McIntyre 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunity may 

knock once but 

Temptation bangs on 

your door forever! 

Bible Reading Rota  

July-December 2018 
 

JULY 

1st Andy Paton 

8th Grigor McKay 

15th Bill Kennedy 

22nd Norma McIntyre 

29th Judy McIntosh 
 

AUGUST 

5th Rose McKendrick 

12th June Ranscombe 

19th Andy Paton 

26th Grigor McKay 
 

SEPTEMBER 

2nd Bill Kennedy 

9th Norma McIntyre 

16th Judy McIntosh 

23rd Rose McKendrick 

30th June Ranscombe 
 

OCTOBER 

7th Andy Paton 

14th Grigor McKay 

21st Bill Kennedy 

28th Norma McIntyre 
 

NOVEMBER 

4th Judy McIntosh 

11th Rose McKendrick 

18th June Ranscombe 

25th Andy Paton 
 

DECEMBER 

2nd Grigor McKay 

9th Bill Kennedy 

16th Norma McIntyre 

23rd Judy McIntosh 

30th Rose McKendrick 

 



Whinnieknowe Care Home 
 

 
 
The Friends of Whinnieknowe Care Group exist 
to assist in the matter of helping the 24 
residents to regain and retain the fullest quality 
of life. In this regard, the members visit regularly 
as individuals, encourage the integration of the 
home and the residents with the local 
community and raise funds in support of their 
care. 
 
To this end, the Friends of Whinnieknowe have 
booked the British Legion hall on Saturday 14th 
July for a fund-raising coffee morning. There will 
be a raffle, tombola stall and baking for sale. As 
your representative will be on holiday on 14th 
July, would anyone willing to assist from 9.45 to 
11am in her place, please give their name as 
soon as possible. It would be appreciated if 
donations for the stalls could be handed in. 
Please also make a diary note to support this 
worthwhile cause. 

Norma McIntyre 
 

 
Church Cleaning! 

 
A big THANK YOU to all those who took 

part in the recent church cleaning. Our 

sanctuary is sparkling! 😊 

We would also like to thank Margaret, 

our loyal church cleaner, who comes 

each week to keep our church clean and 

tidy: thank you for all your work for  

St Ninian’s. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LONG HAIR 
 

A young boy had just passed his driving test. He asked his father, a minister, if they could 
discuss his use of the car. His father said to him, “I’ll make a deal with you. You bring your 
grades up, Study your Bible a little and get your hair cut, then we will talk about it. 
A month later the boy came back and again asked his father if they could discuss his use of the 
car. His father said, “Son, I am real proud of you. You have brought your grades up, you have 
studied your Bible diligently, but, you did not get your hair cut!” 
The young man waited a moment and replied, “You know dad, I have been thinking about 
that. You know Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had long hair and even Jesus 
had long hair.” 
His father replied, “Yes son and they walked everywhere they went!” 

 

       With thanks to Mary Heggie for this “funny” from Australia 

 



World Mission Stamp Appeal 
 
On 8th January 2018, I posted off 380g of used 
stamps to the World Mission Stamp Appeal, as 
notified in the previous magazine article. These 
were sold to raise funds for the 2017 appeal, 
which ended in March 2018. The sum of £2,194 
was raised for the 2017 appeal to be used to 
support Giffen Institute of Theology in South 
Sudan run by the Presbyterian Church. 
 
On 23rd March a further 400g of used stamps 
were sent to the Stamp appeal which started in 
April 2018 raising money for the Hungarian 
Reformed Church in Transcarpathia (Ukraine). 
They give valuable support to children and 
young people with learning difficulties and 
disabilities. They help to run a number of day 
care centres which provide educational, 
emotional and physical support for children and 
young people with disabilities allowing them to 
live life in all its fullness, and to enjoy 
participating in society and family life. These 
centres provide a wonderful opportunity for 
young people to be part of a community where 
their needs are met, where they are able to be 
themselves, and their families are supported. 
Unfortunately, the Ukrainian government is 
unable to provide support for people with 
disabilities due to economic constraints. The 
church is therefore relied upon to provide these 
valuable services for young people. We are 
pleased to be able to support their important 
work with money raised from this year’s stamp 
appeal. 
 
Please continue to collect any foreign and U.K. 
stamps and hand them over to Norma McIntyre 
or leave them at the front of the church. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be Attitudes for Life 
 

Be grateful for each blessing that comes your 

way 

Be aware of all the beauty that surrounds you 

every day 

Be thankful for each chance you have to serve 

Be forgiving – you’ve been forgiven more than 

you deserve 

Be more interested in others than yourself. 

Be generous and discover that giving brings 

wealth 

Be quick to give a compliment and just as 

slow to frown 

Be dignified and wear your gentle spirit like a 

crown. 

Be forever learning for disinterest strangles 

life 

Be light of heart – give God your cares, your 

hurts, your strife. 

Be wise, with God’s own wisdom – in 

reverence and love 

Put Him first in everything ad He’ll direct you 

from above. 

 

Taken from “The Highlands Grapevine” a 

Zimbabwe church magazine, courtesy of Rose 

McKendrick 

 

 

People are funny: they 

want the front of the bus, 

the middle of the road 

and the back of the 

church! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

2018 Door and Offering Duty 
July 1 Norma McIntyre Bill Welsh 
 8 Grigor McKay George Proctor 

 15 Roberta Stuart Grace McCloy 

 22 Bill Kennedy Judy McIntosh 
 29 Harry Scott Sheena Welsh 

August 5 Ian Colquhoun Sheena Proctor 
 12 Jim Main Jean Bryson 

 19 Norma McIntyre Bill Welsh 
 26 Grigor McKay George Proctor 

September 2 Roberta Stuart Grace McCloy 

 9 Bill Kennedy Judy McIntosh 
 16 Harry Scott Sheena Welsh 

 23 Ian Colquhoun Sheena Proctor 
 30 Jim Main Jean Bryson 

October 7 Norma McIntyre Bill Welsh 
 14 Grigor McKay George Proctor 

 21 Roberta Stuart Grace McCloy 

 28 Bill Kennedy Judy McIntosh 
November 4 Harry Scott Sheena Welsh 

 11 Ian Colquhoun Sheena Proctor 
 18 Jim Main Jean Bryson 

 25 Norma McIntyre Bill Welsh 

December 2 Grigor McKay George Proctor 
 9 Roberta Stuart Grace McCloy 

 16 Bill Kennedy Judy McIntosh 
 23 Harry Scott Sheena Welsh 

 30 Ian Colquhoun Sheena Proctor 

The best mathematical 

equation I have seen: 

 

1 cross + 3 nails =  

4 given 



 
 

The Bible 
 

The Holy scriptures of God’s word 

That is a blessing for you. 

It gives you so much comfort 

You can benefit from it too. 

 

There’s a lot to take in 

That could be hard to understand 

It’s mostly church people who want 

To hold it in their hand 

 

A regular study will help you 
Believe what it has to say 
You could discuss at prayer meeting 
Or the service on a Sunday. 
 
Some say it is old-fashioned 
As it was printed long ago 
But it never goes out of date 
For anyone who wants to know. 
 
Susan Kelly  
Many thanks for this, Susan. 
 
 
Solution to crossword – don’t cheat!!! 

 
 

 

A RECIPE FROM THE GOOD BOOK 
 

Author unknown submitted by 
Gordon Tatler 

 
I wonder how many readers will know what the 
following ingredients are without having to 
check up on the biblical references. If you do 
need to check them it may be advisable to look 
at more than one translation as not all of them 
translate the same. 
 
The ingredients. 
 
1. ½lb Judges 5 verse 25 
 
2. ½lb Jeremiah 6 verse 20 
 
3. 1 tablespoon I Samuel 14 verse 25 
 
4. 3 of Jeremiah 17 verse 11 
 
5. ½lb Samuel 30 verse 12 
 
6. ½lb Nahum 3 verse 12 (chopped) 
 
7. 2oz Numbers 17 verse 8 blanched   
    and chopped 
 
8. 1lb I Kings 4 verse 22 
 
9. Season with 2 Chronicles 9 verse 9 
 
10. A pinch of Leviticus 2 verse 13 
 
11. A teaspoonful of Amos 4 verse 5 
 
12. 3 tablespoons of Judges 4 verse 19 
 
(Note. Leaven probably means baking powder) 
 
Method. 
 
Beat 1, 2 and 3 to a cream. Add 4 one at a time 
still beating. Then add 5, 6 and 7 and beat again. 
Add 8, 9, 10 and 11 having previously mixed 
them. Then add 12.  
Bake in a low oven for 1½ hours. 
 
 



 
 

What a brilliant day we had on Sunday 27th May, 
as the congregations of St Ninian’s and Nairn 
Old joined together for the annual picnic. 
This event was run to launch the Out of the Box 
initiative in August, a week-long Holiday Club for 
the Primary aged children of the town. Out of 
the Box is a programme of outreach that will 
last for four years. 
 

The day dawned sunny and warm, despite the 
sharp wind! The beef burgers and hot dogs went 

amazingly quickly, as did the home baking 😊. 
The event began with a puppet presentation 
from the Out of the Box presenters in the 
Sanctuary – it really was a packed church! 
Approximately 380 people, from wee tiddlers to 
Grannies and Grandpas enjoyed the sun and 
entertainments. There was a bouncy castle type 
slide, face painting and other games of skill such 
as throw the ball in the pot, basketball, building 
with soft Lego bricks and a scavenger hunt. 
Everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable time.  
 

There was a great sense of community: the 
feedback from everyone was very positive. 
We are looking forward to the Holiday Club 
which runs from 13th – 17th August, the last 
week of the school holidays, in St Ninian’s. 
 

 
 

 
 

Fun for all the family 
 
 
 

 
 

The Bouncy slide was VERY popular! 
 
 
 

 
 

An orderly queue for the burgers and hot dogs 
 
 
 
 The calm before the storm 



 
 

Having fun is thirsty work! 
 
 

 
 

Lots of people wanted their faces painted. 
 
 
 

 
 

Some folks brought their own picnic 
 
 

 

    

Amazing Love 
By Dora Kennedy 

 

Amazing love our Father showed 

When Jesus came to Earth, 

When angels sang a glorious song 

Proclaiming Jesus’ birth. 

 

Amazing love our Saviour showed 

Enabling men to walk, 

Th deaf to hear, the blind to see, 

And speechless men to talk. 

 

Amazing love the Saviour showed 

When hanging on the tree. 

He gave His life that we might live, 

He died to set us free. 

 

Amazing joy Christ brought 

To friends in Galilee. 

He came, dispelled their doubts and 

fears; 

He’ll come to you and me. 

 

http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/previews/11651-11675/sb11652-armour-of-god-posters.html


 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

“All you need is love.” 
 

If we have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without love, I am 
simply a gong booming or a cymbal clashing.                    1 Corinthians 13 v 1 

         
So many people over the years have talked, sung and written about love, yet the  

world is sadly lacking still. 
How can you make a difference? What can you do? In our vast world where those in power think 

selfishly and people are too busy to notice others, can one person really make a difference? 
Can you smile at someone you don’t know? Can you wish a ‘Good day’ to all those you meet? 

Could you spare an hour to talk with a lonely person? Visit someone unwell? Remember a  
birthday and send a card to someone new? Could you give up some time to take flowers to   

someone who is feeling low and cheer them up? Could you be patient: take a breath and stop to
 to consider why someone is doing something you don’t agree with or why they are  
saying those things? Do they have worries or concerns which are colouring their attitude?  

Do they need understanding instead of judgement and condemnation? 
Could you pray for love in the world to grow, spread and overcome prejudices and inhibitions? 

 

Perhaps if we took the time to consider these things, and act upon them, together we would go a  
little way towards making a difference. 

 
In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is love. 

                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                  1 Corinthians 13 v 13 
 


